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Investment Markets Overview précis for the Week Ending  
  

15th February 2019 
 
"Usurp " is defined as to take a position of power or importance, illegally or 
by force and attempts have been evident on both sides of the pond of late. 
This week saw a second attempt to remove the final Brexit decision from the 
UK government as Teresa May experienced a second Parliamentary defeat 
on her governments proposals to take to the other EU leaders, this time with 
an increased number of Conservative opponents. Meanwhile, "the Donald," 
once again denied the "border wall" funding that he requested from the 
congress, decided to bye-pass them by announcing emergency powers to 
obtain his goal. Neither event spooked the markets, which preferred to focus 
on the hope of an extension possibility for the ongoing US-China trade talks, 
which are currently due to end on the 1st March and will result in an increase 
in tariffs on certain China goods from 10% to 25% if a deal is not struck. The 
market participants have ignored the latest European Union’s trade surplus 
with the US, which jumped by 17% last year to the highest on record, just as 
President Donald Trump is gearing up to decide whether to also hit the 28-
nation bloc with a new set of tariffs: 
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Other notable news during this two-week break for the IMO were downward 
2019 GDP revisions for the UK from 1.7%  to 1.2% and from the EU 
Commission who lowered the Euro-Zone to 1.3% from 1.9%.Within the E-Z, 
Germany’s outlook was cut particularly hard, from 1.8% to 1.1% as was Italy, 
from 1.2% to 0.2%. The latest US trade deficit narrowed substantially, as did 
consumer credit, whilst loan growth in China expanded by 13.4% annualised 
in January against the 13.1% expected. Oh, days after the country's largest 
bank, Santander, effectively defaulted on one of its CoCo bonds, the 
government, under threat from a right-turning nationalistic anti-EU faction, 
called a snap election, its 3rd in four years. 
 
We return to normal services next week but in the meantime here are the 
performance of the main stock indices:  
 

  
 
 
 
  
 

" The Dead-Cat Bounce Is Exceeding Expectations  " 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Material contained within this website is for general information purposes only and is not intended to be relied upon 
by individual readers in making (or refraining from making) any specific investment decision. Investmentmatters.club 
and its staff do not accept any liability for any loss suffered by any user as a result of any such decision. Please note 
that the prices of investments can rise and fall sharply and you may not get back the money you originally invested, 
particularly where these investments are leveraged. 
 
The investments and services mentioned in this website will not be suitable for all readers. You should assess the 
suitability of the recommendations (implicit or otherwise) of investments and services mentioned within this website 
(or partner sites and links) to your own circumstances. If you have any doubts about the suitability of any investment 
or service, you should take appropriate professional advice. 
 
 The views and recommendations within this website are based on information from a variety of sources. Although 
these are believed to be reliable, we cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the information herein 
 
 


