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 Investment Markets Overview for the Week Ending 
15th  March 2019 

 
"Transparency" is defined as the quality of being easily seen through, with 
honesty and openness coming to mind when in a business or governance 
context. But in politics, despite parliament being the ones who write the rules, 
transparency means something totally different. This week's shenanigan's 
within the British parliament over its EU exit problems, saw transparency, or 
lack of it, taken to a new extreme, as the Brexit Secretary, Stephen Barclay, 
voted against the Prime Minister's plan to delay Brexit, only an hour after he 
had stood at the dispatch box and wound up the debate on a delay, saying 
that a “realistic extension" was in the national interest. The British electorate 
can be forgiven for being totally confused, as with less than two weeks to go 
before the legal exit date, the deception and misleading comments pouring 
forth from the policy-makers hit new heights this week. A packed House of 
Commons voted on a rafter of important issues over three consecutive 
evenings, with barely a handful of them being bothered to listen the days' 
debates before the votes. Ironically, despite just about every negative piece of 
political or economic data being blamed on Brexit, over the period since the 
June 2016 referendum, UK stocks have advanced by 18%, government 
bonds by about 4% whilst the average house price (Nationwide data) has 
returned 3%. Even the £Sterling exchange rate is only lower by a couple of 
percent. 
 
A positive week for stocks and a mixed one for sovereign debt and 
commodities. Read on for coverage of the week's main events with interesting 
supporting charts:  
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Subscribe to the full Investment Markets Overview which contains: 
 

 US economic data and a supporting chart 

 Euro-Zone and the UK economic data and a supporting chart 

 Asia including Japan economic data and a supporting chart 

 The week’s currency and sovereign bond market movers  

 Commodity movers including Oil, Copper and the precious metals 

 Economic due for release over the following week 
 
This week’s edition includes comment on “Transparency, or lack of, by 
Policy-Makers" and "Market Cycle Alert," with this week’s charts including:  
 

  Main stock-indices week, month and YTD performance 

  US stock index V US retail sales 

  Euro-Zone Debt, 2007 V 2017 

  Bank of Japan Rate V Market Interest Rate 

  $US and the main currency and commodity movers of the week 

  A longer term table of the major World stock-indices 
 
 
All of this, on a weekly basis, making sense of complex issues!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Material contained within this website is for general information purposes only and is not intended to be relied upon 
by individual readers in making (or refraining from making) any specific investment decision. Investmentmatters.club 
and its staff do not accept any liability for any loss suffered by any user as a result of any such decision. Please note 
that the prices of investments can rise and fall sharply and you may not get back the money you originally invested, 
particularly where these investments are leveraged. 
 
The investments and services mentioned in this website will not be suitable for all readers. You should assess the 
suitability of the recommendations (implicit or otherwise) of investments and services mentioned within this website 
(or partner sites and links) to your own circumstances. If you have any doubts about the suitability of any investment 
or service, you should take appropriate professional advice. 
 
 The views and recommendations within this website are based on information from a variety of sources. Although 
these are believed to be reliable, we cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the information herein 
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