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Content 

 
 

 A chart of the month section includes a topical view, often 
contrarian in nature and intended to provide some lateral 
thinking, be it stock, bond, currency, commodity, property or 
an economic statistic. 

 
 

 Comment on the main economic data of the month, such as 
the latest GDP, CPI inflation and housing data, supported by 
an interesting chart of it. 

 
 

 There is also a collectives corner section, which provides 
performance statistics for 25 major mutual fund sectors 
covering the year to date performance returns plus those for 
1,3 and 5-year periods and since January 2000, the date on 
which many markets topped in real terms. An investment 
timing chart for the month's winning sector is also included. 

 
 
Subscribers will also receive complimentary editions of our 
"knowledge sharing" features on a whole range of investment. 
geo-political and socionomic issues. 
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Chart of the month 

 
The cost of servicing the UK's £2.34 trillion public sector debt jumped by 77% 
to £69.9BN over the past year due to rising interest rates, or about a £1BN 
per million of the Nation's population. In March alone, the interest bill was 
£2.9BN versus £1.9BN a year ago, crowding out tangible assistance towards 
desperately required infrastructure improvements or the cost of living crisis:  
 

 
 

Meanwhile, new data published by The Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute this week, confirms that global military expenditures 
surpassed $2 trillion for the first time ever last year, including the UK's $68BN. 
It was a 0.7% increase on 2020 levels and the seventh consecutive year of 
increased expenditures. The consumer advocacy group, Public Citizen, has 
stated that the U.S. has spent 7.5 times more money on nuclear weapons 
than on global Covid-19 vaccine donations. Do you feel safer and richer?  
 

Economic snapshot of the month 

 
The March trade deficit soared by 17.8% in March to a record-breaking -
$125.3BN, the main reason for the big miss on Q122 GDP, which contracted 
by -1.4% versus the market forecasts of a 1.1% expansion and Q42's 6.9% 
growth: 
 

 
 

Not helping were the March new home sales, which crashed by -8.6% and by 
-12.6% annualised, whilst personal incomes and spending for the same 
month saw spending out-pace the rise in incomes for a 3rd straight month, 
pushing the savings rate to its lowest level since Dec 2013. 
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Collectives Corner 
 
The investment return from the main investment areas, courtesy of the UK 

based Investment Management Association and ShareScope are as follows:  
 

 
 
The table covers year to date, I, 3 and 5 year returns plus the annualised 
returns since the start of 2000, when the secular bear market in many stock-
indices’ began in real terms. The year to date winner is the IMA UK Equity 

Income sector, gaining 0.3% in May and by 5.3% over the past year.   
 
When observing the 1 year daily chart we note the following:- 
 

 The price changed to a BUY signal on 23rd May 2022. 
 

 Price is above both MAs, bullish. 

 

 The momentum indicators are moving higher, also bullish. 
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If your requirement is for analysis of a particular collective fund or from an 
international database then please provide feedback here and we will 
respond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Material contained within this website is for general information purposes only and is not intended to be relied upon 
by individual readers in making (or refraining from making) any specific investment decision. Investmentmatters.club 
and its staff do not accept any liability for any loss suffered by any user as a result of any such decision. Please note 
that the prices of investments can rise and fall sharply and you may not get back the money you originally invested, 
particularly where these investments are leveraged. 
 
The views and recommendations within this website are based on information from a variety of sources. Although 
these are believed to be reliable, we cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the information herein. 
 

http://www.investmentmatters.club/#contact

